
Story of the Ifk (The slander of Aisha) 

 
Allah (Ta‘ala) mentions the story of the great slander in Surah an-Nur: 

 

“Indeed, those who came with falsehood are a group among you. Do not think it bad for 
you; rather it is good for you. For every person among them is what [punishment] he has 
earned from the sin, and he who took upon himself the greater portion thereof - for him 
is a great punishment. (11) Why, when you heard it, did not the believing men and 
believing women think good of one another and say, "This is an obvious 
falsehood"? (12) Why did they [who slandered] not produce for it four witnesses? And 
when they do not produce the witnesses, then it is they, in the sight of Allah, who are the 
liars. (13) And if it had not been for the favor of Allah upon you and His mercy in this 
world and the Hereafter, you would have been touched for that [lie] in which you were 
involved by a great punishment (14) When you received it with your tongues and said 
with your mouths that of which you had no knowledge and thought it was insignificant 
while it was, in the sight of Allah, tremendous. (15)And why, when you heard it, did you 
not say, "It is not for us to speak of this. Exalted are You, [O Allah]; this is a great 
slander"? (16) Allah warns you against returning to the likes of this [conduct], ever, if you 
should be believers. (17) And Allah makes clear to you the verses, and Allah is Knowing 
and Wise. (18)Indeed, those who like that immorality should be spread [or publicized] 
among those who have believed will have a painful punishment in this world and the 
Hereafter. And Allah knows and you do not know. (19)And if it had not been for the 
favor of Allah upon you and His mercy... and because Allah is Kind and Merciful. (20) O 
you who have believed, do not follow the footsteps of Satan. And whoever follows the 
footsteps of Satan - indeed, he enjoins immorality and wrongdoing. And if not for the 
favor of Allah upon you and His mercy, not one of you would have been pure, ever, but 
Allah purifies whom He wills, and Allah is Hearing and Knowing. (21) And let not those 
of virtue among you and wealth swear not to give [aid] to their relatives and the needy 
and the emigrants for the cause of Allah, and let them pardon and overlook. Would you 
not like that Allah should forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving and Merciful. (22) Indeed, 
those who [falsely] accuse chaste, unaware and believing women are cursed in this world 
and the Hereafter; and they will have a great punishment (23) On a Day when their 
tongues, their hands and their feet will bear witness against them as to what they used to 
do. (24)That Day, Allah will pay them in full their deserved recompense, and they will 
know that it is Allah who is the perfect in justice. (25) Evil words are for evil men, and 
evil men are [subjected] to evil words. And good words are for good men, and good men 
are [an object] of good words. Those [good people] are declared innocent of what the 
slanderers say. For them is forgiveness and noble provision. (26) 
 
Full details of the incident are recorded by Aisha herself. Imam Ahmad recorded that Az-

Zuhri said: Sa`id bin Al-Musayyib, `Urwah bin Az-Zubayr, `Alqamah bin Waqqas and 

`Ubaydullah bin `Abdullah told me about the story of `A'ishah, the wife of the Prophet, 

when the people of the slander said what they said about her, and Allah declared her 
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innocence. Each of them told something about the story, and some of them knew more 

details than others or had memorized more than others. I learned the story from each of 

them, who had heard it from `A'ishah herself, and what one told me confirmed what the 

others said. They mentioned that `A'ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, the wife of 

the Prophet, said:  

 

“When the Messenger of Allah wanted to go on a journey, he would cast lots among his 

wives, and the one whose lot was drawn would go with him. So he drew lots among us 

with regard to a campaign he was going out on, and mine was drawn, so I went out with 

the Messenger of Allah . This was after the commandment of Hijab had been revealed, so 

I traveled in my hawdaj and stayed in it when we camped.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We traveled until the Messenger of Allah completed his campaign, then we returned. As 

we were approaching Al-Madinah, we paused for a while, then they announced that the 

journey was to be resumed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

When I heard this, I walked quickly away from the army to answer the call of nature, 

then I came back to my hawdaj. Then I put my hand to my chest and noticed that a 

necklace of mine that was made of onyx and cornelian had broken, so I went back and 

looked for it, and was delayed because of that. In the meantime, the people who used to 

lift my hawdaj onto my camel came along and put it on the camel, thinking that I was 

inside. In those times women were more slender and not so heavy, they only ate 

mouthfuls of food. So the people did not think anything of the hawdaj being so light 

when they lifted it up, as I was a young woman. They set off, and I found my necklace 

after the army had moved on. Then I came back to the place where we had stopped, and I 

saw no one to call or answer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ The Prophet Muhummad’s (Peace be upon him) just and fair treatment towards 

his wives.  
 

➢ The Sunnah of the Prophet was to avoid entering Medina at night, he would tell 

the companions not to return home at night lest they scare the families. 
 

➢ Modesty of Aisha: Relieving herself far away from the eyes of the people 

➢ Simplicity of Aisha: Simple necklace made out of stones 

➢ Aisha makes an excuse for those carrying the howdaj 
 



 

So I went to the place where I had been, thinking that the people would miss me and 

come back for me. While I was sitting there, I fell asleep. Safwan bin Al-Mu`attal As-

Sulami Adh-Dhakwani had rested during the night behind the army. Then he set out just 

before daybreak and reached the place where I was in the morning, where he saw the 

outline of a person sleeping. He came to me and recognized me when he saw me, as he 

had seen me before Hijab was made obligatory for me. When he saw me and said `Truly, 

to Allah we belong, and truly, to Him we shall return,' I woke up, and covered my face 

with my Jilbab (outer garment).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Allah, he did not speak a word to me and I did not hear him say anything except 

`Truly, to Allah we belong, and truly, to Him we shall return,' until he brought his camel 

and made it kneel so that I could ride upon it, then he set out leading the camel until we 

caught up with the army at Zuhr time. There are people who are doomed because of what 

happened to me, and the one who had the greater share therein was `Abdullah bin 

Ubayy bin Salul.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

When we came back to Al-Madinah, I was ill for a month, and the people were talking 

about what the people of the slander were saying, and I knew nothing about it. What 

upset me when I was ill was that I did not see the kindness I used to see on the part of the 

Messenger of Allah. When I was ill; he would just come in and say, 

 

« َ يْف 
َ
مْ؟ ك

ُ
تِيك » 

 

(How is that (lady)) That is what upset me.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

I did not feel that there was anything wrong until I went out after I felt better, and Umm 

Mistah went out with me, walking towards Al-Manasi`, which is where we used to go to 

relieve ourselves, and we would not go out for that purpose except at night. This was 

➢ The intelligence and bravery of Aisha 

➢ Saying ‘Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji‘un’ at times of difficulty 
 

➢ The nobility of Safwan bin Al Mu’attal 

➢ The evil nature of the munafiqun 

➢ We see the natural emotions that even the Prophet (Peace be upon him) 

experienced. 
 



before we had lavatories close to our houses; our habit was similar to that of the early 

Arabs in that we went out into the deserts to relieve ourselves, because we considered it 

troublesome and harmful to have lavatories in our houses. So I went out with Umm 

Mistah, who was the daughter of Abu Ruhm bin Al-Muttalib bin `Abd Manaf, and her 

mother was the daughter of Sakhr bin `Amir, the paternal aunt of Abu Bakr As-Siddiq. 

Her son was Mistah bin Uthathah bin `Abbad bin Al-Muttalib. When we finished what 

we had to do, Umm Mistah and I came back towards my house. Umm Mistah stumbled 

over her apron and said, `May Mistah be ruined!' I said to her, `What a bad thing you 

have said! Are you abusing a man who was present at Badr'  

 

 

 

 

 

 

She said, `Good grief, have you not heard what he said' I said, `What did he say' So she 

told me what the people of the slander were saying, which made me even more ill. When 

I returned home, the Messenger of Allah came in to me and greeted me, then he said, 

(How is that (lady)  
 

I said to him, `Will you give me permission to go to my parents' At that time I wanted to 

confirm the news by hearing it from them. The Messenger of Allah gave me permission, 

so I went to my parents and asked my mother, `O my mother, what are the people 

talking about' My mother said, `Calm down, for by Allah, there is no beautiful woman 

who is loved by her husband and has co-wives but those co-wives would find fault with 

her.' I said, `Subhan Allah! Are the people really talking about that' I wept throughout 

the whole night until morning. My tears never ceased and I did not sleep at all, and 

morning came while I was still weeping.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Because the revelation had ceased, the Messenger of Allah called `Ali bin Abi Talib and 

Usamah bin Zayd, and consulted with them about divorcing his wife. As for Usamah bin 

Zayd, he told the Messenger of Allah about what he knew of his wife's innocence and his 

fondness for her. He said, `O Messenger of Allah, she is your wife, and we do not know 

anything about her but good.' But `Ali bin Abi Talib said, `O Messenger of Allah, Allah 

has not imposed restrictions on you, and there are plenty of other women besides her. If 

you ask her servant girl, she will tell you the truth.‘ So the Messenger of Allah called 

Barirah and said, ‘O Barirah, have you ever seen anything that might make you suspicious 

➢ Aisha defends the honour of Mistah 

➢ Statement of Aisha shows the status of those who participated in Badr. 
 

➢ Aisha wants to make sure what she is hearing from Umm Mistah is actually true. 

➢ Aisha goes straight to her parents – a times of confusion and difficulty it is often 

parents who provide clarity. 



about `A'ishah?’ Barirah said to him, `By the One Who sent you with the truth, I have 

never seen anything for which I could blame her, apart from the fact that she is a young 

girl who sometimes falls asleep and leaves her family's dough unprotected so that the 

domestic goats come and eat it.'  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So then the Messenger of Allah got up and (addressed the people) and asked who could 

sort out `Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul for him. While he was standing on the Minbar, 

the Messenger of Allah said, “O Muslims, who will help me against a man who has hurt 

me by slandering my family By Allah, I know nothing about my family but good, and the 

people are blaming a man of whom I know nothing except good, and he has never 

entered upon my family except with me.” Sa`d bin Mu`adh Al-Ansari stood up and said, 

`O Messenger of Allah, by Allah I will deal with him for you. If he is from (the tribe of) 

Al-Aws, then I will cut off his head, and if he is from our brothers of (the tribe of) Al-

Khazraj, tell us what to do and we will do it.' Then Sa`d bin `Ubadah stood up. He was 

the leader of Al-Khazraj, and he was a righteous man, but he was overwhelmed with 

tribal chauvinism. He said to Sa`d bin Mu`adh, `By Allah, you will not kill him and you 

will never be able to kill him.' Then Usayd bin Hudayr, who was the cousin of Sa`d bin 

Mu`adh, stood up and said to Sa`d bin `Ubadah, `You are lying! By Allah, we will kill 

him, and you are a hypocrite arguing on behalf of the hypocrites!' Then the two groups, 

Al-Aws and Al-Khazraj, started to get angry and were about to come to blows, with the 

Messenger of Allah standing there on the Minbar, trying to calm them down until they 

became quiet, then the Messenger of Allah also fell silent.  

 

On that day I kept on weeping so much, my tears never ceased and I did not sleep at all. 

My parents thought that my liver would burst from all that weeping. While they were 

sitting with me and I was weeping, a woman of the Ansar asked for permission to see me. 

I let her in, and she sat and wept with me.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

While we were in that state, the Messenger of Allah came in, greeted us and sat down. He 

had never sat with me since the rumors began, and a month had passed by without any 

revelation coming to him concerning my case.  

 

➢ The Prophet (S) would consult others and seek their opinions on serious issues. 

➢ No-one had anything negative to say about the character of Aisha. 

➢ This woman came to console Aisha thus embodying the true spirit of sisterhood. 



The Messenger of Allah recited the Tashahhud when he sat down, then he said, 

“Thereafter, O `A'ishah, I have been told such and such a thing about you, and if you are 

innocent, then Allah will reveal your innocence, but if you have committed a sin, then 

seek Allah's forgiveness and turn in repentance to Him, for when a servant confesses his 

sin and repents to Allah, He accepts his repentance.”  
 
 
 

 

 

 

When the Messenger of Allah finished what he had to say, my tears stopped completely 

and I no longer felt even one drop. Then I said to my father, `Answer the Messenger of 

Allah on my behalf.' He said, `I do not know what I should say to the Messenger of 

Allah.' So I said to my mother, `Answer the Messenger of Allah on my behalf.' She said, 

`I do not know what I should say to the Messenger of Allah.' So even though I was just a 

young girl who had not memorized much of the Qur'an, I said: `By Allah, I know that 

you have heard so much of this story that it has become planted in your minds and you 

believe it. So now if I tell you that I am innocent -- and Allah knows that I am innocent -

- you will not believe me; but if I admit something to you -- and Allah knows that I am 

innocent -- you will believe me. By Allah, I cannot find any example to give you except 

for that which the Prophet Yusuf's father said, 

 
َ ر ْ ب 

ص 
 
مِيلرَ ﴿ف  ج 

هَ اللَّ َ و 
ه
ان ع 

 
سْت مه

ْ
َ ال

َ
ل ا  ع  َ﴾ م 

 
ون

ه
صِف

 
ت  

 

(So (for me) patience is most fitting. And it is Allah Whose help can be sought against 
that (lie) which you describe) ﴿12:18﴾ .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then I turned my face away and lay down on my bed. By Allah, at that point I knew I 

was innocent and that Allah would prove my innocence because I was innocent, but by 

Allah, I did not think that Allah would reveal Qur'an that would be forever recited 

concerning my situation, because I thought of myself as too insignificant for Allah to 

reveal anything concerning me. But I hoped that the Messenger of Allah would see a 

dream in which Allah would prove my innocence. By Allah, the Messenger of Allah did 

not move from where he was sitting and no one left the house before Allah sent down 

revelation to His Prophet, and he was overtaken by the state that always overtook him 

when the revelation came upon him, until drops of sweat like pearls would run down 

him, even on a winter's day; this was because of the heaviness of the words which were 

➢ The gentleness of the Prophet (S) and how he was in control of his emotions. 

➢ The gentleness of the Prophet (S) and how he was in control of his emotions. 



being revealed to him. When that state passed -- and the Messenger of Allah was smiling 

-- the first thing he said was, 

 

« ِي بْشِِ
َ
ا أ ، ي 

ه
ة
 
ائِش ا ع  مَّ

َ
 أ

زََّ اللهَ لََّ ع  ج  َ و 
ْ
د
 
ق
 
رََّ ف كَِب 

َ
أ » 

 

(Be glad O `A'isha, Allah has declared your innocence.)  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

My mother said to me, `Get up and go to him.' I said, `By Allah, I will not go to him and 

I will not give praise to anyone except Allah, may He be glorified, for He is the One Who 

has proven my innocence.‘ 

 

 

Abu Bakr, may Allah be pleased with him, who used to spend on Mistah bin Uthathah 

because he was a close relative and because he was poor, said, `By Allah, I will never 

spend anything on him again after what he has said about `A'ishah. ' Then Allah 

revealed, 

 
َ
 
ل لَِ ﴿و 

 
ت
ْ
أ َ ي 

ْ
وا
ُ
وْل
ُ
لَِ أ

ْ
ض
 
ف
ْ
مَْ ال

ُ
ةَِ مِنك ع  السَّ ن و 

َ
َ أ

ْ
وا
ه
ت
ْ
ؤ وْلَِ يه

ُ
﴾ أ  

رْب 
ه
ق
ْ
ال  

 

(And let not those among you who are blessed with graces and wealth swear not to give 

to their kinsmen.) until His saying: 

 
َ
 
ل
َ
َ ﴿أ

 
ون حِبُّ

ه
ن ت

َ
َ أ فِر 

ْ
غ  ي 

هَ مَْ اللَّ
ُ
ك
َ
 ل

هَ اللَّ َ  و  ورر
ه
ف
 
َ﴾ غ حِيمر رَّ  

 

(Do you not love that Allah should forgive you And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 

Merciful) ﴿24:22﴾ . So Abu Bakr said, `By Allah, certainly I love that Allah should forgive 

me.' So he resumed spending on Mistah as he had spent on him before, and he said, `By 

Allah, I shall never stop spending on him.'  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

➢ The faith and tawakkul of Aisha - that Allah would declare her innocence. 

➢ Description of how revelation would come to the Prophet (S) 

➢ This incident illustrates the importance of forgiving those who have wronged 

you. 

 

1. The honour of Umm al-Mumineen Aisha (May Allah be pleased with her) 

2. Importance of guarding the tongue 

3. Following the Prophet’s words “From the excellence of a person’s Islam is leaving 

that which does not concern him.” 

4. Tests take different forms and they are part and parcel of life 

5. This incident is an evidence of the Prophet’s prophet-hood 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


